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Similarly, fasting is supposed to be very essential for a
Mohammedan. It makes the heart of an adherant of Islam
free from blemishes and arouses in his heart and mind a long-
ing for God.

Pilgrimage, in the same way, is considered a very necessary
part of Islam. It is one of the ways of pleasing God and,
therefore, every Mohammedan wishes and tries to undertake
pilgrimages to the various holy places, notably Mecca.

And finally, a hearty worship of Allah is essential for
a Mohammedan. He must kneel down and keep his face
towards Mecca and with lifted hands pray to God for his
mercy. Prayer is very essential in Islam. It is just like a
stream of fresh water that cleanses the dirt of heart and
makes it possible for the devotee to have the vision of the
Allah.

It is a firm faith of Mohammedan that God is one and
unique. There is no God except Allah. God is merciful,
bountiful and helpful by nature.

In course of time Mohammedanism developed two ten-
dencies: (I) First tendency went to the extent of stating that
God is devoid of any description. Therefore, his real nature
is unknowable. We cannot know him.

(2) The other tendency that came into being because of the
Sufi influence, proclaimed that whatever we see in the world
is full of God. This Sufism was no doubt influenced by
Indian philosophy of the 'Advaita*.

A Mohammedan believes in (Sod's *Qada*, according to
which God reveals Himself before the Mohammedan, and he
also believes in His Predestination (Qttadar) according to
which we find an unfolding of olivine Will in the individuals
tact everyday experience.

the principle of Predestination becomes with the passage